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Mandated Reporting During Crisis 
Crisis and economic instability create conditions that fuel child abuse 
and neglect 

COVID-19
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Mandated Reporting 



Who is mandated to report?

Georgia law requires certain 
individuals to report suspected child 
abuse:
ω Schoolteachers/administrators
ω {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊǎΣ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ 
teachers, school social workers, 
school psychologists
ω /ƘƛƭŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
personnel
ω /ƘƛƭŘ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ
ω /ƘƛƭŘ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ
ω [ŀǿ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ
ω [ƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ όƛƴǘŜǊƴǎύ

ω tƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ǘƻ  ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ
medicine; interns/residents
ω wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƴǳǊǎŜǎ κ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ 
practical nurses
ω IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƻǊ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭΣ  5ŜƴǘƛǎǘǎΣ 
Podiatrists
ω tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊǎΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΣ ƻǊ 
marriage and family therapists
ω {ǘŀŦŦ andvolunteersat child and family- serving 
agencies
ω wŜǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ƻǊ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅ 
resource center personnel and volunteers
ω /ƭŜǊƎȅ- however not within the confines of 
confession

* Mandated reporters should know and follow 
the child abuse reporting protocol in their agency

https://1.next.westlaw.com/Document/I5DAE8FB0136311E69105F15DE60F22A2/View/FullText.html?listSource=RelatedInfo&docFamilyGuid=I115AAF51216811E69295CAB9B03ADEC9&originationContext=validity&transitionType=NegativeTreatmentItem&contextData=(sc.User


Your Role

You are legally required to report your SUSPICION 
to the DFCS centralized intake or to your 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜǊΦ

Familiarize yourself on your ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
reporting policy.

Advocatefor child safety policies in 
your workplace or community.

Not Your Role
Investigatinginformation an 
individual or child has told 
you or injuries of a child 



Mandated Reporter Rights & Requirements

Rights

ÅAnonymity or confidentiality

ÅLimited Liability 

ÅKnowledge of the outcome of 
a report

ÅOnly whether the case was 
substantiated or not

Requirements 

ÅReport abuse immediatelybut at 
least within 24 hours

ÅDesignated mandated reporters 
MUSTsubmit all reports made to 
them

ÅTurn over illegal images or 
materials within 72 hours to police

The penalty for not reporting 
is a misdemeanor.



²ƘŀǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 5C/{Κ
ÅPhysical Abuse

ÅNeglect

ÅSexual Abuse

ÅCommercial Sexual Exploitation of Children (CSEC)

ÅEmotional/Psychological Abuse

ÅChild Endangerment 

ÅPrenatal Abuse

ÅCommission of a crime in the presence of a child

ÅDriving under the influence with a child in the vehicle

ÅIntimate Partner Violence in the presence of a child  



Indicators of Abuse
Type of Abuse Physical Indicators BehavioralIndicators 

Physical Abuse

Å Unexplained: bruises, welts, burns, fractures/dislocations  

Å Bald patches on the scalp

Å Feels deserving of punishment
Å Wary of adult/physical contact
Å Frightened of parents/afraid to go home
Å Self-destructive behaviors
Å Wears clothing to cover body ςinappropriate for weather

Sexual Abuse

Å Difficulty walking or sitting
Å Torn, stained or bloody underclothes
Å Pain, swelling or itching in the genital area
Å Bruises, bleeding or laceration in external genitalia area
Å Presence of STI or other infections

Å Inappropriate sex play or advanced sexual knowledge and 
promiscuity

Å Hysteria, lack of emotional control
Å Sudden school difficulties
Å Withdrawal or depression
Å Excessive worrying about siblings
Å Difficult peer relationships
Å Self-imposed isolation, avoid physical contact

Emotional Abuse

Å Speech or other communicative disorder
Å Delayed physical development 
Å Exacerbation of existing conditions such as asthma or allergies 
Å Substance abuse

Å Habit disorders (sucking, rocking) 
Å Antisocial or destructive behaviors, including delinquency 
Å Neurotic traits (sleep disorders, inhibition to play) 
Å Behavioral extremes (passivity or aggression)

Neglect 

Å Consistent hunger/underweight
Å Consistent lack of supervision
Å Unattended physical/medical needs
Å Failure to thrive/poor growth
Å Poor hygiene
Å Inappropriate dress

Å Self-destructive behaviors
Å Begging, stealing food
Å Extended stays at school (early arrival and late departures)
Å Constant fatigue, listlessness
Å Assuming adult responsibilities
Å Says no caretaker at home
Å Frequently absent / tardy
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